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AB1305¹sets¹specific¹disclosure¹

requirements¹for¹climate-related¹claims

CBAM¹requires¹emissions¹disclosures¹

for¹EU¹imports

CSRD introduces¹detailed¹sustainability¹

reporting¹standards¹for¹companies¹

operating¹in¹the¹EU

https://opteraclimate.com/pending-new-california-climate-regulations/
https://opteraclimate.com/complying-ab-1305-voluntary-carbon-markets-disclosure-act/
https://opteraclimate.com/unpacking-cbam-the-eus-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism/
https://opteraclimate.com/csrd-how-to-comply/
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EVALUATION CRITERIA VENDOR 1 VENDOR 2 VENDOR 3

Methodology and standards (continued)

Continued on next page ➜

What capabilities exist for ESRS reporting?

How are framework updates managed and implemented 

in the system?

How does the platform support PCAF requirements for 

financial institutions?

Does the vendor provide an Inventory Management 

Plan (IMP) to guide you post-implementation?

Is the platform capable of generating robust, auditable 

reports for compliance and stakeholder communication?

Does the vendor offer ongoing decarbonization and 

sustainability consulting (e.g., assurance and 

verification support, regulatory advisory, project 

planning, or target-setting)?

Are consulting services included in the cost, or do they 

require additional fees?

Consulting and advisory services

Inventory management and reporting

Are updates to the platform (e.g., new features, 

compliance updates) included in the subscription fee?

Does the vendor include ongoing support for ad hoc 

technical questions, data updates, and system 

maintenance?

Ongoing platform management
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EVALUATION CRITERIA VENDOR 1 VENDOR 2 VENDOR 3

Are there hidden fees, such as extra charges for 

consulting, support hours, or third-party integrations?

Cost and transparency

Can it adapt to future regulatory changes or 

advancements in emissions tracking?

What costs are associated with implementation?

Is implementation typically performed and billed by their 

team, or a third party?

What are customer support SLAs, and what is the fee 

structure?

What other fees are associated with usage of the 

platform?

Is the platform designed to grow with your organization 

(e.g., supporting multiple facilities, regions, or divisions)?

Does the pricing model scale with your 

organization’s needs?

What is the license structure for the platform (per seat, 

enterprise, etc)?

Scalability and future readiness

Continued on next page ➜

What data import formats are supported?

Does the platform support bulk upload?

Does the platform provide automated flagging for data 

discrepancies, gaps, and errors?

Data input
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EVALUATION CRITERIA VENDOR 1 VENDOR 2 VENDOR 3

Continued on next page ➜

Data input (continued)

How are manual data entries validated?

What automatic data collection capabilities are available?

Does the platform collect/request data directly from 

suppliers and third parties? If so, how?

What standard report templates are available (CDP, 

CSRD, TCFD)?

Can reports be customized for different frameworks?

What data export capabilities exist?

How is data quality assured and verified?

What access does the platform provide to third-party 

verifiers?

Data output

Does the platform support multiple methods of 

supplier emissions calculation (spend-based, 

supplier-specific, etc.)?

What scope 3 categories does the platform support?

Emissions management

What are the platform’s sources of emissions data and 

emissions factors?

Are methodologies, emissions factors, and calculations 

transparent and auditable?
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EVALUATION CRITERIA VENDOR 1 VENDOR 2 VENDOR 3

How are system updates managed?

Does the platform support multiple languages, currencies, 

and units of measurement?

Vendor experience and qualifications

Technical requirements (continued)

How many years of experience does the team have in 

building carbon management software?

Can they provide case studies from similar organizations?

What is the vendor's experience and client success 

rate with third party verification?

What planned features are on the roadmap over the next 

18 months?

How frequent is the product release cycle?

How does the company incorporate customer feedback 

and feature requests?

Product roadmap
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1. Discovery and design

2 Align project goals and gather critical information, 

including current processes, reports, and requirements/

2 Conduct a design workshop to define ESG KPIs and 

system specifications/

2 Establish a clear roadmap and approve a design 

balancing functionality, cost, and time.

2. Build

2 Configure the platform based on the approved design/

2 Complete data integrations and historical data imports/

2 Conduct prototyping sessions for review and adjustment/

2 Develop test plans to prepare for the next phase.

3. Test and train

2 Verify the platform’s functionality and resolve issues 

identified during testing/

2 Ensure data accuracy and compliance with requirements/

2 Conduct training sessions to prepare users for adoption.

4. Deploy

2 Finalize the Go-Live checklist to ensure readiness/

2 Launch the platform and provide post-launch support 

to address remaining issues/

2 Gather feedback for continuous improvement and 

long-term success.

Each phase may vary in length based on your company’s needs, 

but this structure ensures a thorough and effective 

implementation process.
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